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will encourage many to engage in this trade, who are at
present deterred from it by danger. It is possible, that
those who purchase licenses may nevertheless forbear to
prosecute those that sell spirits without the protection of
the law. They may forbear, my lords, from the common
principles of humanity, because they think those poor tra-
ders deserve rather pity than punishment; they may for-
bear from a principle that operates more frequently, and
too often more strongly; a regard to their own interest.
They may themselves offend the law by some other parts
of their conduct, and may be unwilling to provoke an in-
spection into their own actions, by betraying officiously the
faults of their neighbours; or they may be influenced by
immediate terrours, and expect to be hunted to death by
the rage of the populace.

All these considerations may be urged against the only
supposition that has been made, with any show of reason,
in favour of the bill; and of these various circumstances,
some one or other will almost always be found. Every
man will have either fear or pity, because almost every
good man is inclined to compassion, and every wicked man
is in danger from the law; and I do not see any reason for
imagining that the people will tolerate informers more wil-
lingly now than in the late years.

But suppose it should be granted, though it cannot be
certain, and has not yet been shown to be probable, thai
the clandestine trade will be interrupted; I am not able to
follow these ministerial reasoners immediately to the con-
sequence which they draw from this concession, and which
must be drawn from it, if it be of any use in the decision
of the question, nor can see that the consumption of spi-
rituous liquors will be made less.

Let us examine, my lords, the premises and the conse-
quences together, without suffering our attention to be led
astray by useless digressions. Spirits will be now sold
only with license! therefore less will be sold than when it
was sold only by stealth!

Surely, my lords, such arguments will not much influ-
ence this assembly. Why, my lords, should less be bought
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